C. Biblical/Theological

This tour will look at the biblical background to the events of Holy Week and the overall context in terms of God’s purpose for his creation. There are three themes: 

· God’s plan of deliverance through Jesus the Messiah;

· use of the Psalms;

· use of the Prophets (especially Zechariah and Isaiah).

“The gospels tell the story of how the evil of the world – political, social, personal, moral, emotional – reached its height; and they tell how God’s long-term plan for Israel (and for himself!) finally came to its climax.”  N.T. Wright

1. Sheep Gate [Hills Road]

Jesus chooses to make a public display that is an unmistakeable claim to being the Messiah-Shepherd-King. Yet even here we see the tension rises: the crowds wanted a king, but only to defeat the Romans. They wanted too little, Jesus wanted to deliver from all the forces of evil.

Psalms


118:25-26. The cry of ‘Hosanna!’, meaning both praise (‘glory to God’) and prayer (‘save us’). ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’ = ‘Welcome in God’s name’.

Prophets

Zechariah 9:9.  Riding in on a colt, showing he came for peace, not war, but showing he came as the one who fulfilled Zechariah’s vision of a Shepherd-King, that is, the Messiah. In four passages in Zechariah 9—14 this figure appears.

2. Viewpoint [by cemetery]

Jesus sees Jerusalem and wails over it: he sees it is to die if it refuses to accept him as Messiah. The Jewish leaders could not see who Jesus was (e.g. the Pharisees asked Jesus to stop the crowd shouting out); their policies would lead in the end to confrontation with Rome and the terrible siege and fall of Jerusalem in AD70.

Psalms

137:9. Jesus compares what would happen to what the Babylonians had done, dashing infants on the rocks to kill them.

Prophets

Isaiah 29:3. This is a prophecy of the siege of Jerusalem by the Assyrians.

Jesus brings together these two scriptures indicating that judgement is inevitable if they reject God’s Messiah.

3. Temple Courtyard [Rankin Church]

The temple was the place where God had promised to dwell, it was the coming together of heaven and earth. But its time was now over for the new temple is Jesus himself, the coming together of God and humankind. The old temple had become corrupt. The symbolic action of clearing the temple court and disrupting the sacrifices was to show them this.

Psalms

8:2. The high-spirited praise of the children was what delighted God.

Prophets

Isaiah 56:7. The temple had become unrecognisable as a ‘house of prayer’.

Zechariah 14:21 Had prophesied of a time when there would ‘no longer be a merchant in the house of the Lord’

Zechariah 11:12. On a darker note, the temple precincts were to be the place where 30 shekels of silver was the price of betrayal.

4. Upper Room [Evangelical Church]

The new exodus/deliverance was to be remembered by a new Passover. Jesus is the new Passover lamb, his blood inaugurating the new covenant.

Yet this is also the time when evil presses close through the betrayal of Judas.

Psalms

41:9. ‘He who shared my bread has lifted up his heel against me’. Acts of betrayal were and are the lot of many, but this is evil magnified.

Prophets

Jeremiah 31:31. ‘I will make a new covenant’. 

Zechariah 9:11. ‘the blood of my covenant with you’.

The first exodus led to freedom from slavery in Egypt, but the new exodus is to lead to complete freedom (though only finally realised in the new heaven and the new earth).

5. Gethsemane [Allison Green]

Jesus knows that the great battle with all the forces of evil is reaching its climax and that his arrest is not far off, Judas is on his way. Every form of wickedness is now pressing down upon him.

Psalms

42:6. Jesus echoes the Psalmist’s experience of the pressure of wickedness upon him. People have experienced such things before but now all the evil runs together into a point, targeting one person.

Prophets

Zechariah 13:7. Jesus is the stricken shepherd of his little ones, or little flock.

Isaiah 51:17. Jesus is to drink the cup of God’s wrath.

Isaiah 53:12. Jesus is aware that, as the suffering Servant, he must be ‘numbered with the transgressors’. [See the whole chapter.]

6. High Priest’s Courtyard [West Kirk garden]

As Peter under pressure denies Jesus three times, Jesus is being tried. At last the time comes for Jesus to openly confess that he is the Messiah, the Son of God.

In a sense this is the last opportunity for the Jewish leadership to acknowledge him, but like Pilate it is hidden from their eyes.

Psalms

110:1. In this psalm God places his Son at his right hand of power, all his enemies will be defeated. Jesus says this is what is happening now.

Prophets

Daniel 7:13. Daniel sees the Son of Man coming to receive everlasting dominion. Jesus claims to be such a king.

7. Roman Fort [Strathaven Castle]

Jesus’ treatment by the soldiers is a picture of what is in all of us. It is not that we are ‘good’ and they are ‘bad’; we are all sinners. If we do not let Jesus take the punishment for us, it must fall on us.

Prophets

Hosea 10:8. On his way to the cross, Jesus warns the women of Jerusalem that the time is coming when they and their children will cry out in agony when their city is destroyed by the Romans. His words echo Hosea’s prophecy of judgement on Jerusalem.

8. Cross [Memorial hill]

“The story of Gethsemane, and of the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth, present themselves in the New Testament as the strange, dark conclusion of the story of what God does about evil, of what happens to God’s justice when it gets its feet muddy in the garden and its hands bloody on the cross.” N.T. Wright

Psalms

22. This psalm has multiple links with the cross. The cry of dereliction (v.1), the taunts of those who passed by and called out, ‘Let God deliver him!’ (vv.7, 8), the division of his garments by lot (v.18).

31:5. The final prayer, using the prayer Jewish children would have learned from their mothers.

34:20. The reference is to no bone being broken (since Jesus was already dead).

Prophets

Zechariah 12:10. ‘They will look on me, the one they have pierced’.

9. Empty Tomb [East Church]

Jesus has risen. The new creation has begun.

“Something has happened in and through Jesus as a result of which the world is a different place, a place where heaven and earth have been joined together for ever. God’s future has arrived in the present.” N.T. Wright

The gospel accounts of the resurrection appearances are different from the preceding material. They describe something new, something not fully understood. They read like first hand accounts of a new world. There are almost no references to scriptures. We have to turn to the Acts and the Letters for explanation. The preaching in Acts is full of the resurrection. Paul speaks at length about the resurrection, especially in 1 Corinthians 15:

v. 57. ‘Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’
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